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1. What happened in the beginning of the 
story? What happened in the middle? 
What happened at the end? 

2. Make a picture in your mind of what 
the garden looked like in the beginning. 
How did the garden change?

3. Find the word on page 6 that ends with 
–ing. Write it on your own paper and 
circle the base word.

4. How do you think the children felt at the 
end of the story?

Think and Share Read Together

Beginning

Middle

End

Vocabulary

afraid

again

few

how

read

soon

Word count: 107

Note: The total word count includes words in the running text and headings only. 
Numerals and words in chapter titles, captions, labels, diagrams, charts, graphs, 
sidebars, and extra features are not included.
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“I’m afraid our lesson has ended,” 
said Mr. Murk.
“But we will start something new again. 
How can we find out about plants?”
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“We can read and plant a garden,” 
said Barb.
The class said it was a good plan.
Soon they got started.
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“Let’s draw our garden,” said Carl.
The class said it was a good plan.
Soon they got started.
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“Let’s start digging and plant the seeds,” 
said Kirk.
The class said it was a good plan.
Soon they got started.
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A few weeks passed.
“Let’s pick our vegetables,” said Barb.
The class said it was a good plan.
It was a very good plan.
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 Like other living things, green 
plants grow and change. Many 
plants begin as a seed. Seeds 
need water, the right kind of soil, 
and the right temperature to grow. 
If seeds get what they need, roots 
will grow down to hold the plant 
in place. The roots get water and 
food from the soil. A stem grows 
up toward the sun. Soon leaves 
will grow from the stem. They will 
use light from the sun to make 
food for the plant.

Growing and 
Changing

Read Together
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