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1. Many students of long ago did chores 
after school. Draw the chart on your 
own paper. Tell why they did chores. 

2. Read page 6 again. If you didn’t 
understand what a hornbook was like, 
how might the picture help you? 

3. Make a list of words from the book 
that tell about school. Which words tell 
about your school? Which tell about 
schools long ago?

4. Looking at the pictures of schools of 
then and now, what differences can you 
see? 

Why did it happen?

What happened?

Think and Share
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“Older children, please take out your 
hornbooks. Younger children, please 
recite your numbers.”

If you were a student in the early 
days of the United States, that is how 
your school day might have started.

A school bell started 
many school days.

13165_001-012.indd   313165_001-012.indd   3 11/7/05   8:02:47 PM11/7/05   8:02:47 PM


2006

13.949427


2006

3.1869376



4

 School was very different then. Not 
every child went to school. The children 
who went to school were all in the same 
room, no matter how old they were. 
They even shared the same teacher! 
The children sat in groups on wooden 
benches. They practiced reading and 
writing. They did math too.
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Today in the United States, all 
children must go to school. Children are 
in classrooms with other children who 
are about the same age. 

Now children learn how to read and 
write and do math just like children in 
earlier times. Children today study many 
other subjects too. All school children 
are taught to respect others. 
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Imagine schools with no books! 
Most students of long ago had only 
hornbooks. Hornbooks were not really 
books at all! 

A hornbook looked like a wooden 
paddle. The alphabet and numbers were 
carved into one side. A sheet of paper 
was attached to the other side.

Hornbooks
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Most students today go to schools 
that are filled with things to help them 
learn and play. There are books and 
computers and maps. There are writing 
pads and pencils and crayons. There are 
playgrounds and gyms. 
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Sometimes students of the past had 
to go far to get to school. Many walked 
a long way. Today most students ride 
school buses or are driven in cars. 

After school many children long ago 
had chores to do to help their families. 
Children today often have time to play 
when the school day is over. 

A schoolhouse
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 Schools are very different today 
than they were a long time ago. But 
something very important happened in 
schools long ago, and it still happens in 
schools today—learning!

13165_001-012.indd   913165_001-012.indd   9 11/7/05   8:03:05 PM11/7/05   8:03:05 PM


2006

24.607277


2006

13.217995



10

Now Try This

Practice Like a Student of 
Long Ago

Copy these activities onto a piece 
of paper. Suppose you are a student of 
long ago.

Fill in the missing letters and numbers. 

Activity

A   B   _____   D   E   F   G   _____   _____   J

K   _____   M   N   O   _____   _____   _____   S

_____    _____   V   _____   _____   Y   _____

1   2   3   ____   ____   6   7   ____   ____   ____   11   ____

   ____   14   ____    ____   ____   ____   19   ____
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Copy this poem onto a piece of 
paper. Fill in the missing parts. Try to 
make a rhyme.

I Know a Girl

I know a girl named ___________.

Her brothers are ________ and _________.

They laugh and play ____________.

They eat _________________.

And then they __________________________.
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1. Many students of long ago did chores 
after school. Draw the chart on your 
own paper. Tell why they did chores. 

2. Read page 6 again. If you didn’t 
understand what a hornbook was like, 
how might the picture help you? 

3. Make a list of words from the book 
that tell about school. Which words tell 
about your school? Which tell about 
schools long ago?

4. Looking at the pictures of schools of 
then and now, what differences can you 
see? 

Why did it happen?

What happened?

Think and Share
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