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Think and Share Read Together

1. What might be another good title for 
this book? 

2. What questions would you ask Marla 
about her invention? Write them in a 
chart like this. Let friends write answers.

3. Make word cards for these vocabulary 
words: answered, brothers, carry, 
different, poor. Turn the cards face 
down. Use them to tell a story to a 
partner. Start a story, such as One day, 
a little girl was walking down the street.  
Turn over a card. Use the word in a 
sentence. Use the rest of the cards until 
the story is told. 

4. Have you ever had an idea for an 
invention? What was it?

Question Answer
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Marla was bored. She went to her 
big brothers’ room to see if they wanted 
to play with her. 

“You can’t come in,” they said. “We 
are trying to make something for the 
science fair at our school.” 

“What will you invent?” Marla asked.
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“We don’t know yet. Please go away 
so we can think,” said her brother Mike.

“I can help you,” Marla replied.
“No thank you,” said her other 

brother Dan. “You are not old enough. 
You are just a little kid and your poor 
ideas will mess things up.”
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“I have lots of good ideas,” Marla 
said. “Please let me help.”

“You need to find something else to 
do,” answered Mike. “Look, you can 
have that piece of wire. Just go away 
and let us do our work.”

Poor Marla. She was very unhappy. 
She almost started to cry. Instead, she 
got an idea.
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I will make something of my own, she 
thought. I like bubbles. I like things that 
are sweet. I will make bubbles you can 
eat. I will reuse this piece of wire for the 
wand.

Marla thought about what she might 
need. She made a list and gave it to her 
mother. Her mother got everything on 
the list. 
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Then Marla measured and mixed. She 
sifted and stirred. She put in sugar and 
syrup and other sweet things.

Then, at last, the mixture was done. 
It was time to carry it into the yard and 
test it out.
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Marla took the wire she had brought 
from her brothers’ room. She made 
it into a bubble wand. She stuck the 
bubble wand into the mixture.

Marla blew into the wand. A perfect 
bubble flew in the air. 

Marla caught the bubble on her 
tongue and let it pop in her mouth. It 
tasted wonderful.

13230_001-012_FSD   Sec1:813230_001-012_FSD   Sec1:8 11/23/05   3:11:47 PM11/23/05   3:11:47 PM

9

Marla called her friends Jake and 
Lucy. They came over to her house.

They blew bubbles and let them land 
in their mouths. They danced around 
catching them, laughing and making 
noise.

Dan and Mike came outside to see 
what was going on.
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“You are not supposed to eat 
bubbles!” Dan said. “They will make 
you sick!” 

”Not these,” said Marla. “I made 
them special. Try them.”

Marla blew a bubble at her brothers. 
Dan ate one. Mike ate one. Then they 
ate some more.
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“Marla, you are most amazing,” said 
Dan. 

“These are yummy! You have given me 
an idea for the science fair.  We can make 
a machine that blows different flavors of 
your bubbles at the same time,” Mike said.

”Yes,” said Dan. “Will you help us 
make it?”

Marla smiled. She said, “I think that 
is a great idea!”
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Read Together
A Cool Kid
Invention

12

 Have you ever eaten a Popsicle™? 
Did you know that a kid invented them? 
It’s true. Frank Epperson invented 
Popsicles when he was just 11 years old. 

Frank liked to mix together different 
flavors of soda. He wanted to know how 
they would taste if they were frozen. 
So, one very cold day, he mixed some 
sodas together in a glass. He put the 
glass outside. The next morning the drink 
was frozen solid. The wooden stirring 
stick was still in it. He pulled the stick 
out. Out came the frozen drink. It tasted 
great, and that was the beginning of the 
Popsicle.
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3. Make word cards for these vocabulary 
words: answered, brothers, carry, 
different, poor. Turn the cards face 
down. Use them to tell a story to a 
partner. Start a story, such as One day, 
a little girl was walking down the street.  
Turn over a card. Use the word in a 
sentence. Use the rest of the cards until 
the story is told. 

4. Have you ever had an idea for an 
invention? What was it?
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