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1. How are worker bees and queen bees 
alike? How are they different?  Use a 
diagram like this to write your answer.

2. What did you want to find out from 
reading A Beekeeper’s Work? What 
did you do when you didn’t understand 
something you read?

3. Make a list of words from the book and 
other words you know that have the 
long e sound spelled ee.

4. A caption helps the reader understand 
a picture on the page of a book. What 
information did you learn from the 
caption on page 6?

Think and Share

Worker Queen
Both
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Many people don’t like to be 
around bees. They are afraid they 
might get stung. But that’s not true for a 
beekeeper. A beekeeper chooses to be 
around bees. Read on to find out more 
about a beekeeper’s work!
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Beekeepers use special hives that 
are made out of wood. Their hives are 
made of boxes that open at the top and 
bottom. Inside each box, the bees build 
their honeycombs on wooden frames 
that move.

A beekeeper’s beehives
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A beekeeper uses a tool called a 
smoker to spray smoke on the bees. The 
smoke helps keep the bees from stinging. 
This helps keep the beekeeper safe. 

The beekeeper checks for eggs and 
young bees. He or she gives the bees 
sugar syrup if they need food. The 
beekeeper may also give them medicine.

Beekeepers wear special outfits that protect 
them from being stung. 
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Bees that live in a hive built by a 
beekeeper are like bees that live in the 
wild. Most of them are worker bees. 
These industrious, hard-working bees do 
many jobs. Some worker bees collect 
nectar and pollen from the flowers. 
Other worker bees store pollen, make 
honey, and clean the hive.

 Bees live in a large group called a colony. 
A colony of bees lives in a hive.
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There is one individual queen bee in 
each hive. She is the only bee that lays 
eggs. There are also drones. Drones do 
not work and cannot sting. They help the 
queen bee.
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In late summer or fall, beekeepers 
take the frames from the hives to collect 
the honeycombs. Next, they put the 
honeycombs in a machine. The machine 
spins the honey and separates it from the 
comb. Then the combs are melted down 
to make wax.

A beekeeper with a frame

13177_001-012.indd   Sec1:813177_001-012.indd   Sec1:8 11/7/05   9:18:42 PM11/7/05   9:18:42 PM

9

Some beekeepers sell honey and wax  
to factories. The factories then make 
goods with the honey and wax.

People use honey. Beeswax is made 
into candles, crayons, shoe polish, 
lipstick, and many other products. Many 
things we use every day start with bees 
and beekeepers! 
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Now Try This

Label the Parts
What parts of a beekeeper’s outfit 

help him or her stay safe? What are 
these parts called? Look for the answers 
to these questions. Then draw a diagram 
of a beekeeping suit to show what you 
have learned. 
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1. Look in books, magazines, and 
on the Internet to find out about 
beekeeping suits.

2. Make a copy of a picture of a 
beekeeping outfit. You can use 
the one on page 5 of this book or 
another one that you find.

3. Use a dark marker to draw lines 
to each part of the outfit. Write the 
name of the part next to each line. 

4. Share your diagram with the class.

Here’s How to Do It!
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1. How are worker bees and queen bees 
alike? How are they different?  Use a 
diagram like this to write your answer.

2. What did you want to find out from 
reading A Beekeeper’s Work? What 
did you do when you didn’t understand 
something you read?

3. Make a list of words from the book and 
other words you know that have the 
long e sound spelled ee.

4. A caption helps the reader understand 
a picture on the page of a book. What 
information did you learn from the 
caption on page 6?
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