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1. Would you want Carlos to be your 
friend? Why or why not? Make a web 
like the one below that tells about Carlos.

2. If you had trouble understanding what 
you read, look back at the book. Why 
does Carlos decide that a rabbit 
is not the right kind of pet for him?

3. Using the words needs and 
responsibility, tell how Carlos picks the 
kind of pet that is right for him.

4. Would a cat be the right kind of pet for 
you? Why or why not?

Think and Share

Carlos
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Carlos was happy. He was on his 
way to the animal shelter to get a pet!

“A pet is a big responsibility,” said 
his mom.

“Pets have lots of needs,” 
said his dad.

Carlos said, “I can 
learn about the needs 
pets have. Then I’ll 
know which one I 
want!”
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Carlos and his parents went to the 
animal shelter. First, Carlos looked at the 
rabbits. Some were napping. Others were 
busy chewing. Carlos learned that rabbits 
chew a lot. Some of the things they chew 
can hurt them. Pet rabbits need to stay in 
cages so they can stay safe.
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Carlos thought about having a 
rabbit. When it is out of its cage, 
it could sit on his lap. But what if 
the rabbit chewed 
something that 
could hurt it? 
That would be 
bad! Maybe a 
rabbit was not 
the right pet to 
pick.

13144_001-012.indd   513144_001-012.indd   5 11/8/05   10:02:24 PM11/8/05   10:02:24 PM


Other

25.129719


Other

16.770657



6

Next, Carlos dashed over to the dogs. 
The dogs barked and yapped. They 
wagged their tails. Carlos thought of the 
fun he would have teaching tricks to a dog. 
It could fetch and roll over. Then Carlos 
learned that dogs need to be walked more 
than one time each day.
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Carlos thought about having a dog 
in the city. He would need to walk the 
dog every morning. And then he would 
need to walk it again every 
afternoon. Maybe a 
dog was not the 
right pet to pick.
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Last, Carlos saw the cats. He petted a 
soft black-and-white cat. It would not need 
to be walked. It would stay safe inside. All 
it needed was fresh food and water. Cats 
like to nap and play. They also like to sit on 
people’s laps. 

Carlos said, “A cat is just the right pet 
for me!”

13144_001-012.indd   813144_001-012.indd   8 11/8/05   10:02:44 PM11/8/05   10:02:44 PM

9

Carlos learned about taking pets to the 
vet. He promised he would bring his cat to 
the vet when it was sick.

“I will take it to the vet for checkups 
too,” said Carlos.

So Carlos’s 
parents said he 
could have a cat. 
Carlos was 
so happy. 
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Back at home, Carlos got out two 
bowls. He filled one bowl with water. 
He filled the other bowl with cat food.
He put the two bowls in front of his 
new cat. The cat drank the water. It ate 
from the bowl. Carlos was taking care 
of his own pet!

13144_001-012.indd   1013144_001-012.indd   10 11/8/05   10:03:01 PM11/8/05   10:03:01 PM

11

Carlos’s first day with his cat was over. 
The cat still needed a name!

“I will call him Spots, because he is 
black and white,” Carlos said. 

The cat purred. Carlos went to sleep 
with a big smile on his face.
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Young cats are called kittens. Kittens 
stop drinking their mother’s milk very 
early. Once they have stopped, they 
should be fed four times a day. At three 
months old they should be fed three times 
a day. When they turn six months old, they 
should be fed twice a day. They should be 
fed twice a day for the rest of their lives.

Food for Kittens and Cats
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1. Would you want Carlos to be your 
friend? Why or why not? Make a web 
like the one below that tells about Carlos.

2. If you had trouble understanding what 
you read, look back at the book. Why 
does Carlos decide that a rabbit 
is not the right kind of pet for him?

3. Using the words needs and 
responsibility, tell how Carlos picks the 
kind of pet that is right for him.

4. Would a cat be the right kind of pet for 
you? Why or why not?
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